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Supercharged production 
stacktraces with local 

variables



Hey I’m Abhijeet (he/him)

I currently work at Sentry

I help maintain Sentry’s JavaScript SDKs



Stacktraces are vital for 
debugging your JavaScript



At Sentry, we make it 
easy to view 
production 
stacktraces



There’s still a vital piece of 
debugging context missing



What arguments or 
state caused the 
exception to occur?



Enter: Local Variables



Supported in Sentry via language features for:

Python RubyPHP



How can we do the 
same for Node.js?



https://github.com/getsentry/sentry-javascript/issues/990

https://github.com/getsentry/sentry-javascript/issues/990


https://nodejs.org/api/inspector.html

https://nodejs.org/api/inspector.html


We can use the 
Node.js inspector in 
production to grab 
local variables!























Challenges

● Worker overhead
● Memory pressure
● Unhandled exceptions
● ESM vs. CJS
● Minified Variables
● Incompatibility with Debuggers
● Only Node.js support

https://github.com/nodejs/node/issues/38439

https://github.com/nodejs/node/issues/38439


 Thank you!

Twitter: https://twitter.com/imabhiprasad

Bluesky: 
https://bsky.app/profile/abhiprasad.bsky.social

GitHub: https://github.com/abhiprasad

Open Source JavaScript SDKs: 
https://github.com/getsentry/sentry-javascript

Try Sentry
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