
Artificial Intelligence 
through the ages
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Your host today

• Vasco Veloso

• Working in software development since 1996.

• Currently interested in designing software systems 
and giving back to the community.

• Author and speaker.

• Portuguese living in the Netherlands.

linkedin.com/in/vascoveloso @vveloso



Everyone 
evolves



Hephaestus’ 
tripods in Homer’s 
“Illiad”

VIII century BC 
Hephaestus (Vulcan) Greek God - Art Picture by Chris Appel, source: www.greek-mythology-pantheon.com



Phaenicians’ 
autonomous ships 
in Homer’s 
“Odyssey”

VIII century BC



Animating 
statues in 
Condillac’s
“Traité des 
Sensations”

1754



An illustration of how the Turk might work.
© UB der HU zu Berlin, Historische Sammlungen: 3639 v:F8



The 
Quevedo’s 

chess 
playing 

machine
1912



Section from Isaac Asimov’s I, Robot: To Obey cover.

1939-1950



Arthur C. 
Clarke’s “2001: 
A Space 
Odyssey”

Illustration of HAL 9000 from the movie.

1968



Still from the 2005 movie depicting Marvin The Paranoid Android.

1978



IBM’s Deep 
Blue

Photo by Yvonne Hemsey, 1996

1996



Photo by Sebastiaan Stam on Unsplash



“The 
Terminator”

Still from the movie.

1984



“The 
Matrix”

Still from the movie. © Animal Logic / Warner Bros.

1999



2011

Daniel H. 
Wilson’s 
“Robopocalypse”

Part of the book’s cover.



Photo by Matt Collamer on Unsplash



Ian McEwan’s 
“Machines like 
me”

Part of the book’s cover.

2019



“Äkta
människor”

Promotional material from the TV series.

2012-2014



Philip K. Dick’s 
“Do Androids 
Dream of 
Electric 
Sheep?”

Part of the book’s cover.

1968



Photo by Tingey Injury Law Firm on Unsplash
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Photo by Zuzana Ruttkay on Unsplash



Tomorrow…

Photo by Emile Guillemot on Unsplash
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